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REVIEWS. 


work on the shelf of the practitioner. The third volume of the Amer¬ 
ican edition has just appeared. 

The first article, on Diphtheria, written by Dr. William P.Nortbrup, 
is a masterly exposition of this disease under well classified headings. 
It is an exhaustive treatise on the subject brought up to date, containing 
many interesting statistics and numerous instructive charts. The article is 
concluded by a long and detailed account of the operation of intubation, 
beginning with an account of O’Dwyer’s earliest attempts at this pro¬ 
cedure, and gradually tracing the development of the intubation tube 
up to the most approved pattern as now made. The value of this sec¬ 
tion is much enhanced by a series of X-ray photographs showing the 
anatomical relations of the operation. 

The remaining articles in this volume by Professor von Jurgensen 
are preceded by an interesting discussion on the infectious exanthemata 
in general, which indorses von Kerchensteiner's views regarding quar¬ 
antine, and propounds a doctrine widely at variance with the board-of- 
health rules as practised in this country. The admirable article on 
Measles contains a very thorough consideration of the pathology of this 
disease, much of its value being derived from a careful study of the 
Danish records of the Faroe Islands epidemic. 

Quite up to the high standing of the preceding chapter is the treatise 
on Scarlatina, which gives special care to the study of its etiology and 
pathology, and shows a very just and unbiased weighing of the recorded 
literature on the subject. 

The treatment of Scarlet Fever as advocuted will perhaps seem too 
radical to some practitioners; but we are rapidly passing beyond the 
belief that the sequential nephritis is due to “catching cold,” as for¬ 
merly taught, or that pneumonia in fever patients is produced by 
draughts or insufficient bedclothes. 

By way of criticism, we might object in some instances to the too 
liberal translation of some German idioms. But, as the work is not 
published as an exposition of English rhetoric, the fault is a minor one. 

The volume ends with a short consideration of Rubeola and the 
Fourth Disease. It contains throughout many charts, and has been 
rendered more valuable to the American reader through appropriate 
additions by the editor. G. W. N. 


Reynolds and Newell’s Practical Midwifery. A Manual of Obstet¬ 
rics for Students and Physicians. By Edward Reynolds, M.D., Assist¬ 
ant in Obstetrics, etc., and Franklin S. Newell, M.D., Assistant in 
Obstetrics and Gynecology in Harvard University Medical School, Boston. 
In one octavo volume of 531 pages, with 253 engravings and 3 full-page 
colored plates. Philadelphia and New York: Lea Brothers & Co., 1902. 

In their preface the authors assert that any medical book of the 
present day must needs show reason for its existence. With this view 
we are in hearty accord, and it gives us great pleasure to be able to say 
that the present volume meets the requirements of its authors. Natur- 
allj% there is nothing new and startling, since in obstetrics, as well as in 
gynecology, we have reached, as it were, level ground, where—as even 
the medical societies show—we are all more or less in accord, and where 
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—for the present at least—the acrimonious discussions of a decade ago 
are impossible. 

But what this book does is to present, in a very clear, practical man¬ 
ner the generally accepted teaching, as modified by the experience of. 
the authors. The work, indeed, bears the unmistakable hall-mark of 
the authors’ practical experience. It is not intended as an exhaustive 
reference-book, but as a practical treatise for the use of the busy man. 

There is much to praise and but little to censure. Of special value 
are the chapters on delayed labor and on high arrest of the posterior 
occiput. The Bection devoted to the consideration of pelvic deformities 
is also well written and full enough to answer its purpose. The major 
obstetric procedures receive requisite space, and, in a word, the whole 
book is well balanced. 

To our mind the most important criticism is that the use of rubber 
gloves is not forcibly advised as a routine measure in delivery. It is 
certain that no man is justified in attending a woman in childbirth 
without taking this precaution, if he be at all doubtful of his personal 
asepsis; and we feel that it is equally certain that the ordinary obstet¬ 
rician—viz., the general practitioner—can never assume that he is sur¬ 
gically clean. 

The only other adverse criticism that we would make is that in the 
discussion of placenta prsevia more space should have been given to the 
question of diagnosis. W. R. N. 


A Text-book of Diseases of the Ear. For Students and Prac¬ 
titioners. By Professor Dr. Adam Politzer, of Vienna. Translated 
at the personal request of the author, and edited by Milton J. Ballin, 
Ph.B., M.D., and Clarence L. Heller, M.D. Fourth edition, revised 
and enlarged. Philadelphia and New York : Lea Brothers & Co., 1903. 

Tiie publication of a new English edition of this work which stands 
in a class absolutely by itself as the most complete exposition of the 
science of otology by its foremost living exponent is a matter of great 
importance to all physicians especially interested in that subject in this 
country. It is given to but few books to attain the position of absolute 
authority which is universally conceded to Professor Politzer’s work. 
Few men have done more than he to bring about the advances in otol¬ 
ogy which have necessitated the issuance of a new edition of this 
standard volume. The present edition is larger than the last, and 
many things which were under dispute at the time that edition was 
published are now relegated to the position which they should occupy. 

A notable feature of the book, and one which is so often lacking from 
German text-booke, is to be found in what one may term its universal- 
ism. Not only is the work of German scientists and physicians consid¬ 
ered, but due credit is given, mirabile dictu , to the work of American 
otologists such as Knapp, Burnett, Randall, Roosa, and Blake. Most 
of the work has been entirely rewritten, and all of it thoroughly revised 
and brought up to date. There are many minor changes in the arrange¬ 
ment, but all of them for the better. Thus the section on otosclerosis, 
which has replaced that on chronic dry middle-ear catarrh, is entirely 
recast, and many important results of recent investigation given in an 
easily accessible form. 
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